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Auto Nexus opens in Bancroft

From left, Auto Nexus driver specialist Larry Donaldson, sales manager Dennis Anderson, car detailer Hayley Dunford, operations
manager Dwayne Garrett, controller Shawn Lloyd and president and owner Jeremy Lloyd show off their new showroom at 8
Valleyview Drive in Bancroft. / SARAH SOBANSKI Staff
By Sarah Sobanski
Whether you're in need of anew car, Car Detailing Sunshine Coast, or a service, you'rein luck as a new dealership has arrived. New
Bancroft business owner Jeremy Lloyd has been around cars for aslong as he can remember. He said he was "born and raised in the
car business." His father was a GM dealer from the time he was three years old.

"So I'm always going to be a GM guy," he joked. Though he said it's hard to pick afavourite dealer when he's sold cars across the
province including from Bancroft Motors and out of Pembroke. He said the make and model are all about what's best for the
customer.

"I'vejust aways been in the car business," he said. "It'swhat | know, what | love and | wouldn't do anything else.”

It's that kind of experience and passion that's helped LIoyd and his wife, Shawn, develop the business model for Auto Nexus -
Bancroft's newest auto retailer. The used car dealership opened up May 1 and has already closed nearly a dozen deals.

Lloyd said the business focuses on aleviating administration costs and eradicating used car salesman stigmas. They are actualy
doing people afavour, essentialy trying to recycle cars for further use. It's the same with towing companies like 954 JunkCar who
do their best to salvage anything they can out of a damaged vehicle. Removing the stereotypes of dealers like thisis the number one
aim of the business.

Lloyd said he aims to stand out as a new dealer in the area.

"The evidence isin the satisfaction the customers have at the end of the transaction,” he said. "All the little hidden fees that happen
on the hill of sale are what upset people the most, and we want to eliminate that."

The Lloyds dreamed up Auto Nexus when they were ready to own their own business. Jeremy said he'd been in roles of
responsibility at other deal erships but he looked forward to "being able to look at the business from every angle.”

"It makes the day go by alot quicker,” he said. "We already felt like we have been ownersin the past with the positions | held - so to
me it was just a continuation of the responsibility to get the store up and running, make sure everyone is happy and taken care of as
far as staff goes and build a bright business with a bright future.”

Lloyd said it'simportant those looking for a car know they have a connection to the auto world through his business. While Auto
Nexusislooking to grow its inventory to 50 to 75 units as the months go on, it will also help customers search out what they want if
they can't find it on the lot.

"We want to keep prices low for the local area so they don't have to travel around the province trying to find better prices and just be
here to support them afterwards aswell," he said. "The ideathat it's cheaper out of town is something we want to address."

He added, "We want them to feel that we're their ambassador, not just their car salesperson.”

Lloyd isaso trying to attract business from out of town. Something, he said, that is already happening. That's good because he said
he's planning to be around for awhile.
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"Thisis going to beit. When my wife and | designed the ideas behind the company and what we were going to do in the used car
business we had plans of opening other storesin other locations over the next few years," he said. "We definitely want Auto Nexus
to be along-term plan."

Currently, Auto Nexus employs six staff with hopes of having another six peoplein its car detailing department. Lloyd said staff
would depend on how business goes, but as for right now, with opening just in time for the spring market, it's booming.
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