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Students Remembrance Day video well received

Nov. 18, 2020
By Mike Riley
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

A traditional Remembrance Day ceremony has been held for decades in the gymnasium at St. Martin of Tours Catholic School. With
the arrival of COVID-19 earlier this year, that was no longer feasible. Instead, the staff and students at St. Martin of Tours Catholic
School and Whitney Public School decided to create a video to honour our veterans. Tara McEnery isthe vice principal at St. Martin
of Tours Catholic School and says that the video was a collective idea and effort from all staff and students at her school and
Whitney Public School.

When | started here last year, | was surprised at the effort that was put into the school Remembrance Day ceremony. It's a pretty big
community event. The Catholic Womens' League typically does aluncheon with sandwich trays and dessert trays and the
community comes and the Mayor [Dumas] was here |last year,? she says.

McEnery says that typically schools and the community will have separate ceremonies for Remembrance Day, but not in this case.
Because in this case it isonein the same and areally special event, they wanted to make sure that something happened.

?And because everything has become virtual this year, we thought let's try to make a virtual ceremony, and everyone was al for it,?
she says.

Usually the school will put together a slide show that is shown in the gym, compliments of the school secretary Marta Walczak,
according to McEnery.

?[Walczak] put alot of extrawork into it thisyear to turn it into amovie. Everything was submitted in advance as an audio or video
submission and she put it into the slide show. She usually works until 1 p.m. but she stayed late all week to get it done and make
sure it was working. | thought it was beautiful. She did a great job,? she says.

Another interesting feature of the video was the students' ?singing? O Canada with sign language. McEnery says that this has
become the norm over the last month or so, and stems from the inability of people to sing indoors due to COVID-19 and that singing
spreads aerosols from the mouth more readily, leading to an increased risk of viral infection.

21 found avideo online of amusic teacher showing how to sing O Canadain sign language and we've been doing it ever since. |

thought it would be nice to have them do it for the video and then spliced them all together with each student doing pieces of the
song,? she says.
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St. Martin of Tours students Ryan Eagles and Christopher Eagles each recited a Remembrance Day poem they had written last year,
2l Remember Them? and ?I Love My Son? respectively. The Whitney Public School junior class also sang 7 Sing for Peace.?

In addition to the students' input, McEnery and the principal of Whitney Public School, Jessica Poff, said afew words on the video.
There were also Remembrance Day comments made by Algonquin Lakeshore Catholic District School Board trustee Dr. Peter
McEnery, Renfrew Catholic District School Board trustee David Kaiser and South Algonquin Township Councillor Bongo Bongo.

With abackground in teaching and a passion for education, Bongo's connection to the local schools began when his band played the
annual school Fun Fair back in 2016, an event which fundraises for school activities. Forging amusical relationship with staff and
students, he also volunteered to do civic and public speaking workshops with the senior classes after he became a councillor in late
2018. He says that whenever either of the schools gets in touch to help support South Algonquin's youth, he always says yes. He
thought the video to commemorate Remembrance Day this year was fantastic.

21t was really amazing to see both of the schools come together to create this multimedia video. Virtual isthe way of the future, and
it's super important for the youth of South Algonquin to get comfortable using digital media and expressing themselves on the
internet. Having the students record their Remembrance Day messages is an achievement and they should all be very proud of
themselves. It takes alot of confidence to stand in front of a camera or microphone, |et alone watch and listen to your own
performance. | thought the teaching staff made the best of the situation and Remembrance Day 2020 was a poignant public
reflection, but also awonderful digital learning opportunity for the students,? he says.

McEnery says that she thinks the kids thought the video turned out well. She says that when they first started doing the national
anthem with sign language, the kids thought it was tricky.

“When | suggested we do it for the video, | think they were kind of nervous that they'd be able to remember it all, but they did a
good job with it. | was really impressed,? she says.

The township even posted the video on their Facebook page, with some kind words thanking the students and staff.

?Thank you so much to the students and staff. This was perfect. Y ou are an amazing group. So proud of this!?

Andrea Ruzzo, the wife of Councillor Bongo, also posted a congratulatory note about the video.

?Thank you to our wonderful community schools for putting this together. Bongo and | will be watching.?

Regarding these comments, McEnery thought it was nice to see, and hoped there will be more.

?Hopefully more people will seeit and comment also. We aso had an email from the chair of our school council, Kelly Nicholas,
who was very impressed with the production and wanted to thank all of usfor doing it,? she says.

Everyone involved in the video was proud of it, according to McEnery. She says that because everything is virtual now, they've
become alot more used to doing things virtually and working with video.

?Thiswas not something all of us were as comfortable with last year. We've started to become more comfortable with it out of
necessity redly. It was really niceto seeit all put together once it was done,? she says.

InaNov. 14 email, McEnery revealed that both schools, at the suggestion of Whitney Public School student Hailey, watched the
video presentation together via Google Meet.

AWe loved this student-generated idea because that way we could all be together though we were in separate rooms,? she says.
?Following the presentation, we presented Marta Wal czak, who had spent many volunteer hours putting the slide show together and
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making it beautiful for everyone, with a bouquet of red and white flowersin thanks.?

A traditional Remembrance Day ceremony has been held for decades in the gymnasium at St. Martin of Tours Catholic School. With
the arrival of COVID-19 earlier this year, that was no longer feasible. Instead, the staff and students at St. Martin of Tours Catholic
School and Whitney Public School decided to create a video to honour our veterans. Tara McEnery isthe vice principa at St. Martin
of Tours Catholic School and says that the video was a collective idea and effort from all staff and students at her school and
Whitney Public School.

When | started here last year, | was surprised at the effort that was put into the school Remembrance Day ceremony. It's a pretty big
community event. The Catholic Womens' League typically does a luncheon with sandwich trays and dessert trays and the
community comes and the Mayor [Dumas] was here last year,? she says.

McEnery says that typically schools and the community will have separate ceremonies for Remembrance Day, but not in this case.
Because in thiscase it is one in the same and areally special event, they wanted to make sure that something happened.

?And because everything has become virtual this year, we thought let's try to make a virtual ceremony, and everyone was al for it,?
she says.

Usually the school will put together a slide show that is shown in the gym, compliments of the school secretary Marta Wal czak,
according to McEnery.

P Walczak] put alot of extrawork into it thisyear to turn it into a movie. Everything was submitted in advance as an audio or video
submission and she put it into the slide show. She usually works until 1 p.m. but she stayed late all week to get it done and make
sure it was working. | thought it was beautiful. She did a great job,? she says.

Another interesting feature of the video was the students' ?singing? O Canada with sign language. McEnery says that this has
become the norm over the last month or so, and stems from the inability of people to sing indoors due to COVID-19 and that singing
spreads aerosols from the mouth more readily, leading to an increased risk of viral infection.

21 found avideo online of a music teacher showing how to sing O Canadain sign language and we've been doing it ever since. |
thought it would be nice to have them do it for the video and then spliced them all together with each student doing pieces of the
song,? she says.

St. Martin of Tours students Ryan Eagles and Christopher Eagles each recited a Remembrance Day poem they had written last year,
?1 Remember Them? and 2 Love My Son? respectively. The Whitney Public School junior class also sang ?l Sing for Peace.?

In addition to the students' input, McEnery and the principal of Whitney Public School, Jessica Poff, said a few words on the video.
There were also Remembrance Day comments made by Algonquin Lakeshore Catholic District School Board trustee Dr. Peter
McEnery, Renfrew Catholic District School Board trustee David Kaiser and South Algonquin Township Councillor Bongo Bongo.

With abackground in teaching and a passion for education, Bongo's connection to the local schools began when his band played the
annual school Fun Fair back in 2016, an event which fundraises for school activities. Forging amusical relationship with staff and
students, he also volunteered to do civic and public speaking workshops with the senior classes after he became a councillor in late
2018. He says that whenever either of the schools gets in touch to help support South Algonquin's youth, he always says yes. He
thought the video to commemorate Remembrance Day this year was fantastic.

21t was really amazing to see both of the schools come together to create this multimedia video. Virtual isthe way of the future, and
it's super important for the youth of South Algonquin to get comfortable using digital media and expressing themselves on the
internet. Having the students record their Remembrance Day messages is an achievement and they should all be very proud of
themselves. It takes alot of confidence to stand in front of a camera or microphone, |et alone watch and listen to your own
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performance. | thought the teaching staff made the best of the situation and Remembrance Day 2020 was a poignant public
reflection, but also awonderful digital learning opportunity for the students,? he says.

McEnery says that she thinks the kids thought the video turned out well. She says that when they first started doing the national
anthem with sign language, the kids thought it was tricky.

When | suggested we do it for the video, | think they were kind of nervous that they'd be able to remember it all, but they did a
good job with it. | was really impressed,? she says.

The township even posted the video on their Facebook page, with some kind words thanking the students and staff.
?Thank you so much to the students and staff. This was perfect. Y ou are an amazing group. So proud of this!?
Andrea Ruzzo, the wife of Councillor Bongo, also posted a congratulatory note about the video.

?Thank you to our wonderful community schools for putting this together. Bongo and | will be watching.?
Regarding these comments, McEnery thought it was nice to see, and hoped there will be more.

?Hopefully more people will seeit and comment also. We aso had an email from the chair of our school council, Kelly Nicholas,
who was very impressed with the production and wanted to thank all of usfor doing it,? she says.

Everyone involved in the video was proud of it, according to McEnery. She says that because everything is virtual now, they've
become alot more used to doing things virtually and working with video.

?Thiswas not something all of us were as comfortable with last year. We've started to become more comfortable with it out of
necessity redly. It wasreally niceto seeit all put together once it was done,? she says.

InaNov. 14 email, McEnery revealed that both schools, at the suggestion of Whitney Public School student Hailey, watched the
video presentation together via Google Meet.

e loved this student-generated idea because that way we could all be together though we were in separate rooms,? she says.
?Following the presentation, we presented Marta Wal czak, who had spent many volunteer hours putting the slide show together and
making it beautiful for everyone, with a bouquet of red and white flowersin thanks.?

A traditional Remembrance Day ceremony has been held for decades in the gymnasium at St. Martin of Tours Catholic School. With
the arrival of COVID-19 earlier this year, that was no longer feasible. Instead, the staff and students at St. Martin of Tours Catholic
School and Whitney Public School decided to create a video to honour our veterans. Tara McEnery isthe vice principal at St. Martin
of Tours Catholic School and says that the video was a collective idea and effort from all staff and students at her school and
Whitney Public School.

When | started here last year, | was surprised at the effort that was put into the school Remembrance Day ceremony. It's a pretty big
community event. The Catholic Womens' League typically does aluncheon with sandwich trays and dessert trays and the

community comes and the Mayor [Dumas] was here last year,? she says.

McEnery says that typically schools and the community will have separate ceremonies for Remembrance Day, but not in this case.
Because in thiscase it is one in the same and areally special event, they wanted to make sure that something happened.

?And because everything has become virtual this year, we thought let's try to make a virtual ceremony, and everyone was all for it,?
she says.
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Usually the school will put together a slide show that is shown in the gym, compliments of the school secretary Marta Walczak,
according to McEnery.

P Walczak] put alot of extrawork into it thisyear to turn it into a movie. Everything was submitted in advance as an audio or video
submission and she put it into the slide show. She usually works until 1 p.m. but she stayed late all week to get it done and make
sure it was working. | thought it was beautiful. She did a great job,? she says.

Another interesting feature of the video was the students' ?singing? O Canada with sign language. McEnery says that this has
become the norm over the last month or so, and stems from the inability of people to sing indoors due to COVID-19 and that singing
spreads aerosols from the mouth more readily, leading to an increased risk of viral infection.

?l found a video online of amusic teacher showing how to sing O Canadain sign language and we've been doing it ever since. |
thought it would be nice to have them do it for the video and then spliced them all together with each student doing pieces of the
song,? she says.

St. Martin of Tours students Ryan Eagles and Christopher Eagles each recited a Remembrance Day poem they had written last year,
?I Remember Them? and ?l Love My Son? respectively. The Whitney Public School junior class also sang 7 Sing for Peace.?

In addition to the students' input, McEnery and the principal of Whitney Public School, Jessica Poff, said afew words on the video.
There were also Remembrance Day comments made by Algonquin Lakeshore Catholic District School Board trustee Dr. Peter
McEnery, Renfrew Catholic District School Board trustee David Kaiser and South Algonquin Township Councillor Bongo Bongo.

With abackground in teaching and a passion for education, Bongo's connection to the local schools began when his band played the
annual school Fun Fair back in 2016, an event which fundraises for school activities. Forging amusical relationship with staff and
students, he also volunteered to do civic and public speaking workshops with the senior classes after he became a councillor in late
2018. He says that whenever either of the schools gets in touch to help support South Algonquin's youth, he always says yes. He
thought the video to commemorate Remembrance Day this year was fantastic.

21t was really amazing to see both of the schools come together to create this multimedia video. Virtual isthe way of the future, and
it's super important for the youth of South Algonquin to get comfortable using digital media and expressing themselves on the
internet. Having the students record their Remembrance Day messages is an achievement and they should all be very proud of
themselves. It takes alot of confidence to stand in front of a camera or microphone, |et alone watch and listen to your own
performance. | thought the teaching staff made the best of the situation and Remembrance Day 2020 was a poignant public

reflection, but also awonderful digital learning opportunity for the students,? he says.

McEnery says that she thinks the kids thought the video turned out well. She says that when they first started doing the national
anthem with sign language, the kids thought it was tricky.

When | suggested we do it for the video, | think they were kind of nervous that they'd be able to remember it all, but they did a
good job with it. | was really impressed,? she says.

The township even posted the video on their Facebook page, with some kind words thanking the students and staff.
?Thank you so much to the students and staff. This was perfect. Y ou are an amazing group. So proud of this!?
Andrea Ruzzo, the wife of Councillor Bongo, also posted a congratulatory note about the video.

?Thank you to our wonderful community schools for putting this together. Bongo and | will be watching.?
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Regarding these comments, McEnery thought it was nice to see, and hoped there will be more.

?Hopefully more people will seeit and comment also. We aso had an email from the chair of our school council, Kelly Nicholas,
who was very impressed with the production and wanted to thank all of usfor doing it,? she says.

Everyone involved in the video was proud of it, according to McEnery. She says that because everything is virtual now, they've
become alot more used to doing things virtually and working with video.

?Thiswas not something all of us were as comfortable with last year. We've started to become more comfortable with it out of
necessity redly. It wasreally niceto seeit all put together once it was done,? she says.

InaNov. 14 email, McEnery revealed that both schools, at the suggestion of Whitney Public School student Hailey, watched the
video presentation together via Google Meet.

We loved this student-generated idea because that way we could all be together though we were in separate rooms,? she says.
?Following the presentation, we presented Marta Wal czak, who had spent many volunteer hours putting the slide show together and
making it beautiful for everyone, with a bouquet of red and white flowersin thanks.?

Nov. 17, 2020

By Mike Riley

Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

With the ongoing pandemic making it nearly impossible to have any sort of traditional Remembrance Day ceremony, the staff and
students at St. Martin of Tours Catholic School and Whitney Public School in South Algonquin Township decided to get creative
with their Remembrance Day activities. While atraditional serviceis usually held in the school gymnasium, they all pitched in and
made a video to commemorate this very special day instead, thus honouring all the Canadian veterans who fought so hard to ensure
our freedoms, while ensuring they abided by COVID-19 restrictions.

A traditional Remembrance Day ceremony has been held for decades in the gymnasium at St. Martin of Tours Catholic School. With
the arrival of COVID-19 earlier this year, that was no longer feasible. Instead, the staff and students at St. Martin of Tours Catholic
School and Whitney Public School decided to create a video to honour our veterans. Tara McEnery isthe vice principa at St. Martin
of Tours Catholic School and says that the video was a collective idea and effort from all staff and students at her school and
Whitney Public School.

When | started here last year, | was surprised at the effort that was put into the school Remembrance Day ceremony. It's a pretty big
community event. The Catholic Womens' League typically does aluncheon with sandwich trays and dessert trays and the

community comes and the Mayor [Dumas] was here last year,? she says.

McEnery saysthat typically schools and the community will have separate ceremonies for Remembrance Day, but not in this case.
Because in this case it isonein the same and areally special event, they wanted to make sure that something happened.

?And because everything has become virtual this year, we thought let's try to make a virtual ceremony, and everyone was al for it,?
she says.

Usually the school will put together a slide show that is shown in the gym, compliments of the school secretary Marta Walczak,
according to McEnery.

?[Walczak] put alot of extrawork into it this year to turn it into a movie. Everything was submitted in advance as an audio or video
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submission and she put it into the slide show. She usually works until 1 p.m. but she stayed late all week to get it done and make
sure it was working. | thought it was beautiful. She did a great job,? she says.

Another interesting feature of the video was the students' ?singing? O Canada with sign language. McEnery says that this has
become the norm over the last month or so, and stems from the inability of people to sing indoors due to COVID-19 and that singing
spreads aerosols from the mouth more readily, leading to an increased risk of viral infection.

21 found avideo online of amusic teacher showing how to sing O Canadain sign language and we've been doing it ever since. |
thought it would be nice to have them do it for the video and then spliced them all together with each student doing pieces of the
song,? she says.

St. Martin of Tours students Ryan Eagles and Christopher Eagles each recited a Remembrance Day poem they had written last year,
?1 Remember Them? and 2 Love My Son? respectively. The Whitney Public School junior class also sang ?l Sing for Peace.?

In addition to the students' input, McEnery and the principal of Whitney Public School, Jessica Poff, said a few words on the video.
There were also Remembrance Day comments made by Algonquin Lakeshore Catholic District School Board trustee Dr. Peter
McEnery, Renfrew Catholic District School Board trustee David Kaiser and South Algonguin Township Councillor Bongo Bongo.

With abackground in teaching and a passion for education, Bongo's connection to the local schools began when his band played the
annual school Fun Fair back in 2016, an event which fundraises for school activities. Forging amusical relationship with staff and
students, he also volunteered to do civic and public speaking workshops with the senior classes after he became a councillor in late
2018. He says that whenever either of the schools gets in touch to help support South Algonquin's youth, he always says yes. He
thought the video to commemorate Remembrance Day this year was fantastic.

21t was really amazing to see both of the schools come together to create this multimedia video. Virtual isthe way of the future, and
it's super important for the youth of South Algonquin to get comfortable using digital media and expressing themselves on the
internet. Having the students record their Remembrance Day messages is an achievement and they should all be very proud of
themselves. It takes alot of confidence to stand in front of a camera or microphone, |et alone watch and listen to your own
performance. | thought the teaching staff made the best of the situation and Remembrance Day 2020 was a poignant public
reflection, but also awonderful digital learning opportunity for the students,? he says.

McEnery says that she thinks the kids thought the video turned out well. She says that when they first started doing the national
anthem with sign language, the kids thought it was tricky.

When | suggested we do it for the video, | think they were kind of nervous that they'd be able to remember it all, but they did a
good job with it. | was really impressed,? she says.

The township even posted the video on their Facebook page, with some kind words thanking the students and staff.
?Thank you so much to the students and staff. This was perfect. Y ou are an amazing group. So proud of this!?
Andrea Ruzzo, the wife of Councillor Bongo, also posted a congratulatory note about the video.

?Thank you to our wonderful community schools for putting this together. Bongo and | will be watching.?
Regarding these comments, McEnery thought it was nice to see, and hoped there will be more.

?Hopefully more people will seeit and comment also. We also had an email from the chair of our school council, Kelly Nicholas,
who was very impressed with the production and wanted to thank all of usfor doing it,? she says.
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Everyone involved in the video was proud of it, according to McEnery. She says that because everything is virtual now, they've
become alot more used to doing things virtually and working with video.

?Thiswas not something all of uswere as comfortable with last year. We've started to become more comfortable with it out of
necessity redly. It wasreally niceto seeit al put together once it was done,? she says.

InaNov. 14 email, McEnery revealed that both schools, at the suggestion of Whitney Public School student Hailey, watched the
video presentation together via Google Meet.

“We loved this student-generated idea because that way we could all be together though we were in separate rooms,? she says.

?Following the presentation, we presented Marta Wal czak, who had spent many volunteer hours putting the slide show together and
making it beautiful for everyone, with a bouquet of red and white flowers in thanks.?
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